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NEWS FROM SOCIAL WORK STUDENT ALLIANCE

The Social Work Student Alliance (SWSA) has gotten off to a great start this semester. The new officers
are Yen Tran (President), Kaycee Shelts (Vice President), Jill Kjonso (Secretary), and Tammy Austin
(Treasurer). SWSA had a big turn out for their first meeting and new members are always welcome. Recently,
SWSA announced Bridget Sosnowski as their undergraduate member of the year. SWSA will be participat-
ing in the Relay for Life and many more activities in the future.

SWSA Members

NEWS FROM GRADUATE STUDENT ALLIANCE

The Graduate Student Alliance has kept a busy and visible profile this spring. They have hosted two cam-
pus-wide events that included speakers Chris Julian-Fralish from Fellowship House and Harvey Petri from
the lllinois Department of Children and Family Services. Mr. Julian-Fralish presented an overview of adoles-
cent substance abuse treatment issues and intervention strategies useful for social work practitioners. His
enlightening presentation integrated theory with practice wisdom and was greatly appreciated by all in the au-
dience. Mr. Petri provided a workshop on mandated reporting of child maltreatment for students within the
School of Social Work and other departments across campus. Mr. Petri’'s informative discussion dispelled
many existing myths and provided a current profile of the process from the time a report of abuse is made
through the protective investigation. Mr. Petri serves as the Associate Director for the DCFS Abuse Registry
in Springfield, IL.The graduate students also served as mentors for undergraduate students applying to
Graduate School and offered support by reviewing application packages and coaching the undergraduate
students. In addition, they are finalizing plans for the Social Work Honor Society’s induction ceremony, fol-
lowing the recent charter of SIUC’s first honor society for Social Work students. The chapter, which was char-
tered in December 2006, will be known as the Xi Rho chapter of Alpha Beta Gamma honor society.
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ALUMNI UPDATES

Andrea Bengtson, a 1997 graduate from the SIUC School of Social Work, is
now the Clinical Coordinator of Services at Boston University’s Center for Psy-
chiatric Rehabilitation. She began her career at the Center for Comprehensive
Services in Carbondale. She also worked as a mental health worker at a psy-
chiatric hospital in Brattleboro, Vermont, a teacher in Gotemba, Japan, and a
medical social worker in Yumo, Arizona. Andrea offered these words of wisdom
for our more recent graduates. “Without the experience of travel, both domesti-
cally and internationally, | would not be the person | am today, and | certainly
would not hold the position | do today. | can’t stress enough how important it is
to travel, continue to learn and to be open to new experiences to really find what
it is you want to do.” For more information about the BU Center for Psychiatric
Rehabilitation, log on to their website at www.bu.edu/cpr. For more informat-

Andrea Bengtson

ion on Andrea’s fundraising efforts for the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, see her website at
http://lwww.firstgiving.com/acherylb (continued on page 11)

UPCOMING WEEKEND GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAM

The School of Social Work at SIUC has started the plan-
ning for a Weekend Graduate Degree (WGD) in the near
future. The MSW degree is part of the School’s effort to ex-
pand social work education and make it available to the
Southern lllinois community, especially for candidates who
can only attend on weekends. Following a discussion of the
WGD with the Professional Advisory Committee, in the
Spring of 2006, a needs assessment survey was designed to
solicit opinions and views of agency representatives in the
community. The results from the survey elicited a genuine Weekend Graduate Program Ad-hoc Committee
interest in the WGD.

Employers and respondents currently working in human service agencies consider the WGD pro-
gram a unique opportunity for advancing their professional career and acquiring an MSW degree.
Upon discussing this educational initiative with the School’s Faculty, the Adjunct Advisory Commit-
tee and other members in the community, Dr. Miah, the Director of the School, formed an Ad-Hoc
Committee to prepare a proposal and start the negotiation with University officials. The committee
which consists of Dr. Soliman, (Chair), Dr. Jurkowski, Director of the Graduate Program, Ms. Con-
nie Baker, the Undergraduate Field Coordinator, and Mr. Edd Little, an Adjunct Faculty, has been
meeting weekly to work on the plan and review all the guidelines for developing the program. The
School is very enthusiastic and optimistic about the WGD especially after receiving positive feed-
back and encouragement from SIUC administrators. If you are interested in being kept up to date
on developments, or for an application, contact School of Social Work, SIUC.



www.bu.edu/cpr
http://www.firstgiving.com/acherylb
www.siuc.edu/~socwork
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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

SSW to collaborate with leading social science institute in India

D irector Dr. Mizanur Miah visited the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai (Bombay), India between
December 14 and 17, 2006 to hold discussions on possible
collaboration between the two institutes. SSW has already
announced a Study Abroad Program to India where TISS
will be one of the collaborators. Dr. Neela Dabir, professor,
TISS had previously visited Carbondale as part of her re-
search. Dr. Miah underlined the importance of international
collaborations between the two universities with Dr.
Parasuraman, Director, TISS. Dr. Dhrubodhi Mukherjee,
himself an alumnus of TISS, accompanied Dr. Miah to
Bombay. Dr. Mukherjee will lead the upcoming Study -
Abroad Program for SSW. Dr. Miah held independent dis- Rl {y y

cussions with deans and chairs of different research Dr.Miah at Yuva field office, Mumbai, India.

centers at TISS. Discussion related to accreditation of international social work degrees by The Council of
Social Work Education (CSWE) also surfaced during the meeting and Dr. Miah being a CSWE Commission
on Accreditation member fielded several questions from TISS faculty. The possibility of collaborative grant
applications and research projects was explored. Dr. Miah also visited several field agencies that collaborate
with TISS, to explore possible sites for the Study Abroad Program. Yuva, a leading organization working on
slum development in Bombay, made a presentation on their activities. Dr. Mukherjee has since been working
with TISS on the logistics of the upcoming Study Abroad Program. During recently held International Social
Work Conference in Boston TISS was identified as a leading educational institution in India with which
many social work schools wish to collaborate.

ALUMNI UPDATES (CONT)

On February 20, 2007, the lllinois Supreme Court appointed SSW and
SIUC Law School Graduate Associate Judge Valerie Boettle Ceckowski to a
full circuit judgeship in the nineteenth Judicial Circuit in Lake County, lllinois.
She served as an Associate Judge in 1997, in traffic court, criminal misdemean-
ors, DUI, felonies and later in the Juvenile Division. She comes with the recom-
mendation of her peers such as Chief Justice Christopher Starck, who stated
that “she has all the qualities of an excellent Judge...”. The judicial appointment
lasts until December 1, 2008.
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